SSA #76 Commission Meeting Minutes
Date: June 30, 2026
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Location: The Magnificent Mile Association Offices / Hybrid
Attendance: Stephanie Knight, Julie Cameron (Commissioners); Austin Faison, Glenn White, Sarah Kedas (TMMA Staff); Joy Coombes (Auditor), Randall Harrington (Ward 42), Oscar Gomez (Starbucks), Justine Pugliese (Public)
Summary
These draft minutes summarize the discussions and actions taken during the June 30, 2026 SSA #76 Commission meeting. They follow the narrative style used for prior Commission minutes rather than serving as a verbatim transcript.
Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Julie Cameron called the meeting to order. Roll call was conducted. Commissioners, TMMA staff, representatives from Aldermanic offices, committee members, and invited guests were present in person and remotely. Previous meeting minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.
PUBLIC WAY COMMITTEE UPDATE
Gil Spreen provided a committee update, including:
· Summer Beautification Awards judging scheduled for July 22.
· Positive public feedback regarding district beautification efforts.
· Temporary relocation of Arica into Water Tower Place.
· Launch of Water Tower Place’s summer City Market programming.
Commissioners thanked Mr. Spreen for the update.
2025 SSA Audt Presentation
Joy Coombes of Almanza & Coombs presented the draft 2025 SSA audit.
Highlights included:
· The audit resulted in an unmodified (clean) opinion.
· Minor audit adjustments were administrative in nature.
· Discussion centered on accounting treatment associated with the transition from the prior SSA to the current district.
· Staff and the auditor discussed treatment of prior-year carryover funds and coordination with the Department of Planning and Development regarding budget amendments.
· The Commission reviewed the distinction between accrued revenues and cash received due to delayed Cook County property tax collections.
The auditor emphasized that:
· approximately $1.3 million in accrued SSA resources would be available during 2026;
· all available funds should be encumbered or expended prior to expiration of the current SSA;
· remaining obligations owed to The Magnificent Mile Association for previously advanced expenses would be reconciled as revenues are received.
Commissioners discussed next steps for amending the 2026 budget to properly reflect carryover balances.
No action was required.
Administrative Updates
Staff provided a brief update regarding continued work toward establishment of The Magnificent Mile Business Improvement District and ongoing stakeholder outreach.
