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 On October 13–14, the Chicago Architecture Center (CAC) hosts the eighth-annual Open House Chicago 
(OHC), a FREE event that takes the public behind the scenes at more than 250 of the greatest spaces and places 
in the city and near suburbs. 

 
 In 2017, approximately 91,000 people participated in the two-day OHC event, for a total of 347,000 site visits. 

This generated an estimated economic impact of $8 million throughout Chicago and its neighborhoods.  
 

 OHC is part of a worldwide movement of free open house events that began in London in 1992. Today more than 
40 cities worldwide hold similar weekend festivals. OHC is the second largest event of its kind globally.   

 
 The CAC inspires people to discover why design matters. OHC gives residents and visitors access to buildings 

that tell the stories of Chicago communities and cultures. The event: 
o Showcases the city’s culturally rich neighborhoods 
o Encourages locals and visitors to explore new neighborhoods 
o Highlights Chicago’s world-renowned architecture 
o Raises awareness among decision-makers, youth and the wider community of the role design plays in 

creating a vibrant and livable city 
o Enables residents to experience and learn about Chicago’s built environment 
o Fosters civic pride in neighborhood landmarks, histories and cultures 

 
 250+ sites in more than 30 diverse neighborhoods will be open from 9am to 5pm each day. Check listings for 

individual site hours and details. Neighborhoods include:
Downtown 
Austin 
Avondale 
Back of the Yards 
Beverly 
Bridgeport 
Bronzeville 
Edgewater 
Englewood 

Evanston 
Garfield Park Gold 
Coast / Near North 
Side 
Hyde Park 
Lakeview 
Lincoln Park 
Lincoln Square / 
Ravenswood 

Logan Square 
Morgan Park 
Near West Side 
North Lawndale 
Oak Park 
Pilsen 
Rogers Park 
South Loop / 
Prairie Avenue 

South Shore 
Ukrainian Village 
Uptown 
Washington Park 
West Ridge 
West Town 
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 Visitors arrange their own transportation to the communities and sites they want to visit. We 

recommend traveling by CTA train or bus. Bicycle, including Divvy bike share, is a great way to travel 
between sites. Parking is available in some communities. 
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 The complete list of participating OHC sites will be released on openhousechicago.org on September 
10. The Chicago Tribune will print and distribute 500,000 copies of the OHC Event Guide in their 
regular circulation (home delivery and newsstands) on Thursday, October 11. A limited supply of free 
OHC Event Guides will also be available at most sites during OHC.  
 

 OHC is free! At most sites, no registration is required and all are welcome.  
 

 Select OHC sites require advance registration and will not accept drop-in visitors. We are partnering 
with TodayTix (https://www.todaytix.com/) to conduct lotteries for these RSVP-only sites. 
Complete information about the OHC lotteries will be available on our website beginning September 
10.  

 
 CAC members and OHC volunteers receive Priority Access passes, which grant them exclusive 

access to Members Only sites and the ability to skip the lines at busier sites.  
 

 OHC provides access to a wide variety of sites with diverse styles and functions. Locations include: 
amenity spaces in residential buildings, offices, hotels, theaters and performance halls, private clubs, 
design and architecture studios, schools, places of worship, as well as manufacturing, cultural and 
government facilities. This diversity of sites allows visitors to plan itineraries according to their own 
interests. 
 

 CAC and OHC community partners recruit, train and deploy more than 2,000 volunteers to greet 
and count festival attendees. Additionally, many of the CAC’s expert docents volunteer during the 
festival to engage visitors and bring the buildings to life. In 2017, OHC volunteers donated more than 
17,000 hours in support of OHC. 
 

 Every year, the CAC works with more than 30 community partner organizations to identify sites, 
promote the event and recruit volunteers.  

 

 Sign up for the OHC e-news (http://www.architecture.org//get-involved/email-sign-up/) and follow 
@ChiArchitecture on social media for the latest OHC updates. 
 

 OHC is presented by Wintrust. Additional support is provided by the National Endowment for the 
Arts, ComEd, the Tawani Foundation, and Lifeway Foods. OHC partners include Choose Chicago, 
the Chicago Transit Authority, and Open House Worldwide. Media sponsors include the Chicago 
Tribune and Chicago Magazine. 
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